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Dear Applicant, 

 

Thank you for your interest in the City of Hawthorne’s Commercial Façade Rehabilitation Program.  This 

program is designed to provide eligible property and business owners with financial assistance for the 

renovation of the exterior of their property.  Program assistance is provided in the form of a grant and 

subject to program restrictions. 

 

By completing and returning the attached application forms and required attachments, you will be evaluated 

for your eligibility to participate in the program.  This application submission, review, and approval process 

must be completed prior to initiating any proposed work on your property  Upon completion of your 

application, its attachments, and collection of the required submittals, please submit to: 

 

City of Hawthorne Housing Department 

4455 W. 126th Street  

Hawthorne, CA  90250 

or alternatively:  CFP@cityofhawthorne.org 

 

The City will notify you of your eligibility within two weeks of submitting a fully completed application.  If you 

receive a preliminary approval letter from the City, it will further explain the necessary steps which must be 

followed to ensure compliance with funding requirements. 

 

If you have any questions regarding either the program or the completion of the application, please contact 

our program staff at (310) 349-1600. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kimberly Mack 

Director of Housing 

 

        
 

mailto:CFP@cityofhawthorne.org
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CITY OF HAWTHORNE 

Commercial Façade Rehabilitation Program 

Slum/Blight Criteria 

 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

 

The City of Hawthorne Commercial Façade Rehabilitation Program (“Program”) is designed to provide 

financial assistance to property and business owners with the renovation of the façade on their commercial 

buildings and structures. The Program provides funding for eligible rehabilitation to eligible commercially 

zoned and developed parcels of land located within the corporate city limits of the City of Hawthorne.  Funds 

for the program are derived from the City’s allocation of federal U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program funds, and is subject to 

availability.  

Program eligibility can be based on either: 

1. Property location within a designated slum/blight area; or, 

2. The Jobs creation criteria; or, 

3. Jobs retention criteria. 

Program funds for this application are targeted toward assisting businesses that qualify under the slum/light 

criteria.  If you are interested in applying under either of the other two eligibility criteria, please contact the 

Program representative at (310) 349-1600 to discuss their requirements and obtain the appropriate 

application. 

Approved Program assistance is in the form of a grant which does not require repayment; however, all 

Program and other monitoring requirements must be met.  Not all applicants will qualify under this program.   

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 

Property Eligibility 

Under the Program’s slum/blight criteria, the property must be located within the corporate city limits of the 

City of Hawthorne in a City designated Slum/Blight Area (see attached maps for Target Area 1 and Target 

Area 2) and in need of façade rehabilitation.  Buildings or structures eligible for rehabilitation under this 

Program must be commercially zoned and developed for uses permitted by local regulations. The 

commercial buildings must be dilapidated or blighted, and storefronts must be visible from the street.  The 

applicant must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City that the assisted property will continue to be 

utilized for commercial purposes as provided by the City's adopted Land Use Element and Zoning 

Ordinance.  Non-conforming commercial buildings and uses may be assisted if the City finds that such 

assistance will be in the public's interest and consistent with local regulations and ordinances.   

Residential rental buildings (apartments) unless connected to a mixed use building, home-based 

businesses, structures not facing the public right-of-way, banks, and non-profit organizations are not eligible 

to receive Program assistance. 

 

Applicant Eligibility 

Under the Program’s slum/blight criteria, the applicant must operate the business in the eligible property to 

be rehabilitated. 
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Eligible Repairs and Program Costs 

Use of Program funds are limited to the rehabilitation of the exterior of the commercial building and soft 

costs directly associated with the exterior rehabilitation. Such eligible improvement elements include, but 

are not limited to: 

 1. exterior reconstruction and refinishing  5. doors 

1. signage removal and installation  6. lighting 

2. awnings  7. paint 

3. storefronts and windows  8. decorative improvements 

 

Program assistance may, at the discretion of the City, be used for Building Code violations and American 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance requirements as identified by the City. ADA compliance must be met 

prior to project completion. 

All improvements must be physically attached to the property and permanent in nature. City staff will 

recommend specific improvements based on site analysis or architectural design recommendations. Only 

improvements made to the street-facing portion of the building are eligible, unless granted a written waiver 

by the City based on its determination that building facades which may be directly visible, such as the side 

of the building on a corner lot constitute a benefit to the overall building. 

As a condition of Program participation, all non-permitted signage on the property to be rehabilitated, 

whether on the building or a pole/free standing sign, must be brought into compliance with the City’s 

Municipal Code and maintained in conformance with the Sign Ordinance of the City. 

In addition to the eligible direct construction costs, Program funds may also be used to pay for architectural 

services, City planning entitlement processing, and building plan check and permit fees associated with the 

rehabilitation work proposed under the Program. If the applicant withdraws their application for assistance 

or fails to implement the rehabilitation, the applicant shall be required to reimburse the City for all funds 

paid on behalf of the applicant for architectural services and City or other fees paid on their behalf. 

 

Available Grant Funding Amounts 

Grants are available in the amount of up to $3,000.00 per lineal foot of building façade that faces on to the 

primary public right- of-way.  Additionally, other building facades which may be directly visible, such as the 

side of the building on a corner lot and is determined by the City to be a benefit to the overall building may 

be eligible for a grant at the same cost per lineal foot.  Additional grant funding may be awarded on a case-

by-case basis, if needed to comply with required compliance (i.e., ADA requirements) and approved by the 

City Manager. 

 

Additional Program Requirements 

Applicants are required to:  

1. Obtain and provide to City a valid Unique Entity Identifier number assigned by the United States 

General Services Administration (the “GSA) through their website “SAM.gov”, 

2. Meet the City’s insurance requirements for workers’ compensation, liability, property damage, 

and builder’s risk coverage. 

3. Indemnify and hold harmless the City, its elected officials, officers, employees and agents from 

and against claims, losses, proceedings, damages, causes of action, liability, costs and 

expenses in connection with (other than to the extent arising as a result of City's sole negligence 

or willful misconduct) applicant’s direct or indirect participation in the Program.  

4. Acknowledge that the funded improvements are subject to compliance with the Davis-Bacon Act 

and related prevailing wage requirements. 

5. Agree to the City’s procurement requirements for bidding and contractor selection for the 

approved repairs. 
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6. Authorize the City to make direct disbursements for the repairs and payment of eligible project 

costs related to such repairs to the service providers.  City Grant funds will not be paid directly 

to the applicant.  

7. Agree to comply with all CDBG regulations and the provisions of City’s Commercial Façade 

Rehabilitation Program Guidelines. 

8. Agree to expeditiously execute all required CRP documentation, and to minimize all acts that 

would impede the conditions and requirements of the Program. 

9. Applicant consents to the City right to display a program sign on the property during the 

construction phase of the project. 

10. Agree to the monitoring, auditing, and records retention requirements of the Program. 

11. Agree to maintain the Program funded improvements for the duration of the required 

maintenance period. 
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CITY OF HAWTHORNE  

COMMERCIAL FAÇADE REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

 SLUM/BLIGHT APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

 

Applicant Business Name:   

 
Note:  Applicant name must be consistent throughout the application package.   
 
Application package includes the following checked items: 
 

☐ Completed City Program Application Form. 

 

In addition, please submit the following: 
 

☐ If you are the owner of the property to be repaired, please provide a copy of your grant deed.  If 

you are a tenant, please provide a copy of your lease agreement. 

 

When submitting documentation – DO NOT SEND ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS – please provide 
photocopies.  SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS WILL NOT BE RETURNED.   
 
Please contact program staff at (310) 349-1600 if you have any questions or require further information. 



 

 

 

  
CITY OF HAWTHORNE  

COMMERCIAL FAÇADE REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

 SLUM/BLIGHT – PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 
Please complete all entries.  Where items are not applicable, enter “none” or “n/a.”  Where insufficient space is supplied, 
attach additional sheets as necessary.  Applications must be complete to initiate City review and be considered for 
program participation. 
 

APPLICANT 

Applicant Name(s): 

 

Applicant Mailing Address: 

 

Work Telephone: Alternate Telephone: email: 

   

I am applying as (check all that apply): Social Security Number: Federal Tax I.D. Number: 

☐ Business Owner ☐ Property Owner   

 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Business property address for which this application is being submitted: 

 

If you are not the owner of the property, please provide the following owner contact and leasing information: 

Owner Name: Owner Address: 

  

Owner Telephone: Owner email: 

  

Do you have a lease for the property? Lease Expiration Date: Do you have a lease renewal option? 

☐ Yes     ☐ No  ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

 

BUSINESS INFORMATION 

Business Name: 

 

Business Mailing Address: 

 

Provide a brief description regarding the nature of your business operation: 
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BUSINESS INFORMATION 

Is this the sole business operating within this property? 

☐ YES ☐  NO  

If “NO”, please list other businesses operating at this location:  

Number of years business 
has been in operation: 

 Current number of employees:  

Type of entity: 

☐ CORPORATION      ☐ PARTNERSHIP      ☐ SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP    ☐ SUBCHAPTER-S CORPORATION 

Company Ownership (list all owners, principals and officers): 

Name Title % of 
Ownership 

   

   

   

Please respond to the following:  Yes  No  

1. Have you or any of your businesses ever filed for bankruptcy? 
 
☐ 

 ☐ 
 

2. Are there any outstanding court ordered judgments against you or any of your businesses? ☐ 
 ☐ 

 

3. Have you or any of your businesses had property foreclosed upon or given a Deed in lieu 
thereof in the last seven years? 

☐ 
 ☐ 

 

4. Are you or any of your businesses a party to any claim or lawsuit? ☐ 
 ☐ 

 

5. Have you or any of your businesses directly or indirectly been obligated on any loan which 
resulted in foreclosure, transfer of title in lieu, or a judgment? 

☐ 
 ☐ 

 

6. Are you or any of your businesses presently delinquent or in default of any taxes,  federal or 
other debt, or any other loan or financial obligation? 

☐ 
 ☐ 

 

 

PROPOSED WORK SCOPE 

Please describe the exterior and other improvements that you would like to perform on your building (attach additional pages as required) 
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PROPOSED WORK SCOPE 

Is the installation of new signage, or the modification of existing signage to be included in the proposed scope of work? 

☒ YES ☐ NO 

If yes, please describe the nature of the proposed signage improvements, changes or modifications:  

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION:   

 

By my signature below, I hereby certify and acknowledge under penalty of perjury that the 

information provided in this application or in any related document submitted concurrently 

or in the future in conjunction with this application is true and correct as of the date set forth 

opposite my signature on this application and acknowledge my understanding that any 

intentional or negligent misrepresentation(s) or omission(s) of any pertinent information 

contained in this application may result in civil liability and/or criminal penalties, including, 

but not limited to, fine or imprisonment or both under the provisions of Title 18, United States 

Code, Section 1001, et seq. and liability for monetary damages to the City, its agents, 

successors and assigns, insurers and any other person who may suffer any loss due to 

reliance upon any misrepresentation which I have made on this application. 

 
Applicant Signature:  Date: 

   

Co-Applicant Signature:  Date: 

   

 

 
 


